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This Outdoor Recreation Grants-in-Aid Manual was the overall general guidebook for the rules governing the Fairlee Acquisition (AKA The W.H. Lange Memorial Forest) HCRS contract, as finally approved and executed on August 17, 1979 by 3 parties, the U.S. Department of the Interior, the State of Vermont and the Town of Fairlee. This version of this manual is specifically referenced in that legally binding contract. It is a part of that contract.

LWCF/HCRS grants were and still are classified into 3 types: Development or Acquisition or both.

HCRS •Development• grants generally involve building or repairing or updating something. Usually they are completed within a 3-year period, within which there is State and Federal oversight similar to most construction projects, involving building codes, labor regulations, conflicts of interest, etc.

HCRS •Acquisition• grants require stewardship or management, •in perpetuity•, following rules as specified in the grant contract documents. Periodic oversight onsite visits •in perpetuity• by the State were and still are required as a means to assure compliance.

There is an interesting Compliance requirement on pg. 279 of this document. That language and the required regular oversight visits by the State are mentioned several times in the Lange contract documents and in the current general rules and performance requirements of LWCF grants.

Since all HCRS grants are mutual legally binding contracts amongst 3 parties, is it reasonable to say that the rules can’t be change without notice to and agreement by each of those 3 parties?

The HCRS Grant for the Lange Memorial Forest is an Acquistion type HCRS grant.

—December, 2021
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